[Euthanasia: compulsory reflection].
Euthanasia should be considered one of the main philosophical topics of today's medical practice. In view of the technological advances in medicine, the economic pressure in the majority of our medical systems, and a deep alteration and modification in the patient-physician relationship, the status of some patients in their final days should be reconsidered. The increased awareness of the public about euthanasia and related topics (pain, assisted suicide, dying with dignity, etc.) suggests that a urgent dialogue between lay persons and physicians is needed.